
Whitefish, Montana and Back to Spokane 
 
If an extended stay is in the plan, then the recommendation is to choose 
the Whitefish area.  Whitefish has the feel of a vacation town.  Although 
the drive through Kalispell on US93 is usually congested, slow, and 
annoying, the 15-mile trip up to Whitefish is (at least usually) an easy drive 
on a fast road. 
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For spectacular views, be in touch is the Lodge at Big 
Mountain. (Picture at bottom of hiker taken near Lodge.)  
 
! The Lodge at Big Mountain, eight miles north of 

Whitefish (406 862-6098) pricey but great views and a lot 
of activities.  The downside:  it is a big of a long, curvy, 
uphill drive to get there so wandering from there to other 
parts of Flathead country is a bit more challenging. 
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Two places near town (close enough to walk) and (for 
this area) reasonably priced are: 
 
! Pine Lodge is on US93 just before the city.  Actually, 

the Rocky Mountain Lodge (aka Best Western) 
appears first then the Pine Lodge just a little further 
(but on the river.)  The Pine Lodge actually has 
balconies overlooking the river.  “Inexpensive” and 
“Whitefish” do not often appear together but the Pine 
Lodge is a good value for the area. 

! The Rocky Mountain Best Western in Whitefish is at 
6310 US93 South, just before the Pine Lodge, is fine, 
888-563-4464.  Rooms are nice and so are the 
people.  However, they do advertise balconies which 
turn out to be no more than 10 inches wide. 

! Aero Inn, 1830 Highway 93 near downtown Kalispell 
(406 755-3798.) 

! Days Inn is north of town on US93 (1550 US93 North, 
406 756-3222). 

! Downtowner Motel is, indeed, right downtown at 224 
Spokane Avenue, 888-563-4464. 
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Q u i t e  a  n u m b e r  o f  p l a c e s  i n  

W h i t e f i s h  c a r r y  t h e  n a m e  �S t u mp t o w n . �   

T h e  t o w n  o r i g i n a t e d  a s  a  l u m b e r  t o w n  a n d ,  

w h e r e  t h e  c i t y  n o w  i s ,  w a s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  

f o r e s t .   T h e  t r e e s  w e r e  c l e a r e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e  

c i t y  b u t  t h e  s t u m p s  r e ma i n e d ;  r o a d s  s o r t  o f  

z i g g e d  a n d  z a g g e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s t u m p s .   

A f t e r  s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  a u r a  a n d  j u s t  p a i n t i n g  t h e  s t u m p s  ( t h a t  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u n i q u e ) ,  t h e  s t u m p s  w e r e  

f i n a l l y ,  u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y ,  p u l l e d .   B u t  t h e  

n a m e  s t u c k .  

 

 

 


